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The large, landscaped center island
provides a traffic calming effect along
this wide and straight residential street.

Source: City of Seattle.

This traffic circle is characterized by no
control on the approaches and a large
tree in the center island.

Source: Lee Engineering, LLC

This traffic circle incorporates signing in
its center island.

Check for

CRASH MODIFICATION FACTORS CLEARINGHOUSE

oV ) . . .
u I I G Unsignalized Intersection Improvement Guide

Install a Residential Traffic

Circle

Comprises a circular raised center island at the intersection of two

neighborhood streets and is installed for traffic calming or aesthetic
purposes. Unlike a mini-roundabout, a residential traffic circle is typically
characterized by (1) a non-traversable center island, (2) no splitter islands
on the intersection approaches, and (3) either yield control or no control.

Targeted Crash Types
= Right-angle

Problems Addressed

= Speeding

Considerations

Conditions Addressed

= Crash history or observed conflicts
related to speeding through the
intersection.

= An alternative to all-way stop control.

= Can be a key element of a
comprehensive street calming
program.

= Small intersection curb radii complement this treatment to discourage high-speed

right turns.

= Larger vehicles (e.g., school buses, emergency vehicles) may need to make left turns
in front of the circle to avoid encroaching upon the island.

= Agencies (or homeowner associations) must maintain the landscaping. Ensure that
any landscaping in the middle of the circle does not impede sight distance.

= Provide adequate signing (see MUTCD for details).

Industry Standard

MUTCD

Sections 2B.43 Roundabout
Directional Arrow Signs

2B.44 Roundabout and Circulation

Plaque

2B.45 Examples of Roundabout
Signing

Chapter 3C. Roundabout Markings
AASHTO Green Book

Section 9.3.4: Roundabouts

Other Resources

Mini-Circles, PEDSAFE
Mini-Circles, BIKESAFE

NCHRP Report 672 — Roundabouts:
An Informational Guide

Select Examples
E. Chaparral Rd. & N. 70th PI.,
Scottsdale, AZ

NE 62nd St. & 29th Ave. NE, Seattle
WA

Treatment ID No. 063


http://goo.gl/maps/eMkSb
http://goo.gl/maps/eMkSb
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=ne+62nd+st+%26+29th+ave+nw,+seattle,+wa&hl=en&ll=47.673785,-122.296403&spn=0.000014,0.013937&sll=37.6,-95.665&sspn=61.897095,114.169922&hnear=NE+62nd+St+%26+29th+Ave+NE,+Seattle,+King+County,+Washington+98115&t=m&z=17&layer=c&cbll=47.673785,-122.296403&panoid=ZX_Tp5kRqX9MGN3McxoRVA&cbp=12,350.27,,0,0
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=ne+62nd+st+%26+29th+ave+nw,+seattle,+wa&hl=en&ll=47.673785,-122.296403&spn=0.000014,0.013937&sll=37.6,-95.665&sspn=61.897095,114.169922&hnear=NE+62nd+St+%26+29th+Ave+NE,+Seattle,+King+County,+Washington+98115&t=m&z=17&layer=c&cbll=47.673785,-122.296403&panoid=ZX_Tp5kRqX9MGN3McxoRVA&cbp=12,350.27,,0,0
http://www.pedbikesafe.org/PEDSAFE/countermeasures_detail.cfm?CM_NUM=34
http://www.pedbikesafe.org/BIKESAFE/countermeasures_detail.cfm?CM_NUM=25
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_672.pdf
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_672.pdf
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part2/part2b.htm#section2B43
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part2/part2b.htm#section2B43
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part2/part2b.htm#section2B44
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part2/part2b.htm#section2B44
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part2/part2b.htm#section2B45
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part2/part2b.htm#section2B45
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part3/part3c.htm
http://www.cmfclearinghouse.org/

